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« N OLITICS (according to the great Mr. 
0 P Þ Lock E) are only Common-Senſe appli- 
i ed to national inſtead of private Con- 

cerns“ The Generality of the People are there- 

fore capable of forming a right Judgment on pub- 
lic Affairs. Any Man who has a moderate Share 
of Underſtanding, and ſome little Acquaintance 
with the Hiſtory of this Nation, may learn what is 
the Nature and Spirit of our excellent Conititu- 
tion, and what are the juſt Meaſures of Govern- 
ment, Hence it becomes the Intereſt of corrupt 

Governors to throw ſuch Diſhculties, and Myſte— 

ries, in the Way of the People, as they cannot al- 

Ways unravel or remove. Bence allo it is the 

Intereſt of many political Writers to wrap them- 

ſelves up in the thick Gloom of myſterious, and 

ſophiſtical Arguments, in order to conceal, or per- 
vert the Truth, For in Politics, as well as in Re- 
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ligion, where Myſtery begins, Truth muſt end. 
— Theſe Remarks may be juſtly applied to the 
important Controverſy concerning American Tax- 
ation. It muſt, I think, be obvious to every one, 
who will not ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed upon for 
want of proper Attention, and Enquiry, and who 
does not wilfully deceive himſelf from the baſeſt 
and moſt ſelfiſh Motives, that the Parliament of 
Great-Britain has no Right to tax the American 
Colonies. The Writers on the other Side of the 
Queſtion ſeem very ſenſible of the Truth of this 
Obſervation. They know that the Cauſe in which 
they are engaged will not bear the ſtrict, and im- 
partial Examination of Common-Senſe. Inſtead 
therefore of ſupporting it by plain and juſt Argu- 
ments drawn from the Nature and Spirit of our 
Conſtitution, ſrom our own Hiſtory, and that of 
the Colonies, they endeavour to deceive, and be- 
wilder their Fellow-Subiefts hv abſtruſe Specula- 
tions, and contemptible Sophiſtry. This is too 
much the Caſe in the Publication before us. The 
Author begins his Addreſs in the following Man- 
ner. 


& BRETHREN, AND COUNTRYMEN, 


&« I, The grand Queſtion which is now debated, 

e (and with warmth enough on both Sides) is 
& this, Has the Engliſh Parliament Power to tax 
te the American Colonies? In order to determine 
« this, let us conſider the Nature of our Colonies. 
« An Engliſh Colony is, a Number of Perſons to 
« whom the King grants a Charter, permitting 
t them to ſettle in ſome far Country as a Corpo- 
& ration, enjoying ſuch Powers as the Charter 
& grants, to be adminiſter'd in ſuch a Manner as 
6 the Chatter preſcribes. As a Corporation they 
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© make Laws for themſelves; but as a Corpora- 
tion ſubliſting by a Grant from higher Autho- 
„ rity, to the Controul of that Authority, they 
6 ſtill continue ſubject.” 


It appears from this Paſſage, that Mr. WESIEV 
has not form'd juſt Ideas of the firſt Settlement of 
our American Colonics, or of the Nature of Cor- 
porations within the Realm. If the King of Eng- 
land had a legal Right to any Part of North-Amc- 
rica, when it was firſt ſettled by his Subjects, he 


muſt have gained it by Conqueſt, by Purchaſe, or 


by Diſcovery. He did not purchaſe it from the 
Natives: Ile aid not (nor indeed cou'd he con- 


fiſtently with the ſtricteſt Principles of natural Jut- 


tice) obtain it by Conqueſt: And 1t will appear to 
all impartial Perſons, that every Claim to foreign 
Countries founded on Diſcovery, muſt be very 
imperfect. The King could not therefore grant 


to others, what he did not poſſeſs himſell, Ac- 


cordingly the firſt Settlers in America purchaſed 
the Land of the Natives, and thereby acquired 
the only juſt and legal Title to it, In ſhort they 
were at the whole Expence of their Settlement ; as 
were all the American Colonies (Nova-Scotia, 
Canada and Florida excepted.) The Permiſſion 
from the Crown for this Settlement was only a 
Matter of Form. By requeſting it they acknow- 
iedged themſelves to be Engliſh Subjects, and by 
obtaining it they had a Confirmation of all thoſe 
Rights, and Privileges, which they were entitled 
to as ſuch. Not one of the Colonies therefore can 
be conſidered as a Corporate, Body, ſince their 
Rights, and Immunitics are as different from thoſe 
of a Corporation, as the particular, Privileges of a 
Corporation are from thoſe of the People in ge- 
neral, But admitting that their Charters convey- 
ed to them ſuch Privileges, as they did not enjoy 

Ag beſore, 
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belore, ſtill there is a very ſtriking Difference be- 
tween an Engliſh Colony in America, and a Cor- 
poration within the Realm. A Corporation, is only 
tlre inveſting the People of the Place with its local 
Government, A Colony is ſubje& to general 
Laws, by which the whole Body of the People 
are governed. They differ alſo in another Reſpect. 
Ordinances made by Corporations, on Pain of Im- 
priſomnent, Forfeiture of Goods, &c. are contrary 
to Magna-Charta, But an Engliſh Colony can 
make any Ordinances, and inflit any Puniſhments 
vn thoſe who break them, which are not contrary 
o the known and eſtabliſhed Laws of England. 
{ could mention more Inſlances in which they 
differ. But the ſlighteſt Examination will prove 
that there is not the leaſt Reſemblance between 
the infignificant By-Laws of a Corporation, and 
ihe fovereign Prexogatives, and legiſlative Powers, 
-onferred on our American Colonies, by their re- 
Ipect: ve Charters. Who could h AVE imagin'd, 
that the Author ſhould have drawn the following 
poſitive Concluſon? a Concluſion, which many 
perhaps will imagine he onght not to have. drawn 
from the united Force of his Arguments. 


& Conſidering this {ſays he) nothing can be 
& more plain, than t that the ſupreme Power in 
«© England, has a legal Right of laying a Tax up- 
«© on them, for any End beneſicial to the whole 


« Empire.“ 


He ought here to have explained himſelf, If, 


by © the ſupreme Power in England” he means 
the King, I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak of his 
Right hereafter. But if he means the abſolute, 
and uncontiollable Power of Parliament, (which 
has been ſo warmly contended for by the Advo- 
cates for American Taxation) which they ſay is 

bound 
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* IS: 
bound by no He, and from which there is no Ap- 
peal: 1 an{wer, that no ſuch Power can exiſt in any 
Country which 1s not govern'd by Divine Autho- 
rity, No Parliament can legally ſubvert the Rights, 
and Liberties of the People from whom it receiv'd 
its Power. It cannot deſtroy thoſe Rights which 
they deriv'd from Nature; nor take away thoſe 
Privileges which arc granted them by Magna 


Charta. Accordingly it is ordain'd by the Statute 


25th Edw. III. that the © Great Charter ſhall al- 
ways be allowed as the Common-Law :” And by 
the 42d Statute, ** that this, and the Charter of 
the Foreſt ſhall be kept in all Poims; and that if 
any Statute be made to the contrary, that ſhall be 
holden ſor none.” Now the Right which every 
Engliſhman has to tax his own Property, is deriv- 
ed both from Nature, and from the Principles of 
our Conſtitution, and conſequently, no © Power 
in England” can tax him without his own Con- 
ſent given either by hunſelf, or his Reprelcntative 
in arliament. 


But e endeavours to elude the Force of this 
Argument by obſerving, — z. That © it proves too 
& much that if a Freeman cannot be taxed with- 
e out his Conſent, neither can he tbe puniſhed 
& without it: For whatever holds with Regard to 
Taxation, holds with Regard to all other Laws, 
„ Therefore he who denies the Engliſh Parlia- 
ment the Power of Taxation, denies it the Right 
of making any Laws at all.” 


But ſurely the Powers of Legiſlation, and Tax- 
ation are widely different, All Taxes are properly, 
and conſtitutionally, “ free Gifts* to the King; 
for which he returns his Thanks to tlie Houſe of 
Commons But they only have a Right to give the 
People's Money, as being their Repreſentatives. 


No 


BOS 


No Money Bill can originate in the Houſe of Lords, 
nor can they alter or amend it, Formerly Peers 
were not created by the Crown, but ſat in the 
Houſe in Right of their reſpective Baronys. Ac- 
cordingly they tax'd their own Property; but now 
being ercated by the Crown, and fitting without 
Reference to Property; and the Commons {till re- 
preſenting their own Property, and that of the Peo- 
ple ; the Lords have ceded to them the whole Pow- 
er of Taxation. Hence it is evident even to a De- 
monſtration, that the Parliament cannot tax any 
People, whoſe Property does not form a Share in 
conftituting that Aſſembly, and conſequently can- 
not be repreſented in it. 


But 3. The Author denies that © Every Free- 
& man is governed by Laws to which hie has con- 
% ſented - becauſe in wide extended Dominions, 4 
& very ſmall Part of the People are concerned i 
„ making Laws,” —He obſerves that * as all pub- 
lic Buſineſs muſt be done by Delegation, the 
+ Delegates are choſen by a ſelect Number—and 
& conſequently that the far greater Part who arc 
6 not Electors, ſtand by idle, and helpleſs Spec- 
& tators that almoſt Half even of the ElcQors, 
* muſt be governed not only without but even a- 
& gainſt their Conſent. That no Man can conſent 
& to the Laws which were made before he was 


&© born—and that in every State the Subjects of it 


6 muſt be born as it were paſlively conſenting to 
& the Laws of that State—the Condition of civil 
© Life allowing of no other Conſent.” 


Now, that no Man cou'd conſent to the Laws 
which were made before he was born, at the very 
Time of their being made, muſt appear as evident 
to every Man of common Underſtanding as it does 
to our diſcerning Author: But that the + £ ondi- 
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&© tion of civil Life allows” every Engliſhman to 
vote for their Repeal if he diſlikes them, or togive 
his free Conſent to theſe, or to any other Laws 
which he approves of afterwards, 1s obvious from 
the Form ard Nature of our Conſtitution, Ori— 
ginally every Freeman had a Right to be preſent, 
and to diſpoſe of his Property, in our national Aſ- 
ſemblies. In Proceſs of Time when all could not 
perſonally attend, the Body of the People choſe a 
certain Number of Deputies to ſerve in their Stead, 
who were maintained at the Expence of their 
Conſtituonts, Still however, every one had a Right 
to be preſent himſelf, or to vote for his Repieſen-— 
tative. But in the Reign of Hen. 6. that Right 
was reſtricted to Perſons having a Frechold of 30s. 
per Ann, It may be doubted whether the Parlia- 
ment had a Right to deprive their Conſtituents of 
ſo eſſential a Privilege For this Act certainly laid 
a violent Reſtraint on the free Spirit ef our Con- 
ſtitution, which origisally allowed every Engliſh- 
man to give his perſonal Conſent to thoſe Laws 
and Taxes by which he was bound. 


& But 4 (continues our Author) You ſay you 
% are entitled to Life, Liberty, and Property by 

Nature: And that you have never ceded to any 
Sovereign Power the Right to difpoſe of theſe 
without your Conſent, But you are no longer in 
© a State of Nature, but fink down to Coloniſts 
% governed by a Charter,” Is then the State of 
our American Colonies governed according to 
the liberal Spirit of Engliſh Laws ſo much inferi- 
or to a State of Nature -a lawleſs State of Anarch 
and Confuſion in which neither the Lives, Liber- 
ties, nor Properties of Men are ſecure ? Surely no, 
This is indeed a ſtrange Dotttine ; but not more 


ſtrange and much leſs odious, than that which fol- 
lows, 
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If your Anceſtors (ſays he) at the Time they 
ſettled the Colonies were Subjects they acknow- 
ledged a Sovereign: If they had a Right to Eng- 
liſn Privileges they were accountable to Engliſh 
„% Laws, and had ceded to the King and Parlia— 
ment the Power of diſpoſing without their Con- 


„ fent of both their Lives, Liberties, and Pro- 
«6 perties,” 


This is a bold Attack on the Rights and Priv:- 
leges of Mankind in general, and of Engl:th- 
men in particular. But tho? an arbitrary K- g, or 
a tyrannical and corrupt Parliament ſhould be at 
any Time ready to claim or exerciſe this Power; 
yet no Man or Society of Men on Earth can law- 
fully give it. lis true that at the firſt Inſtitution 
of Civil Government, thoſe who entered into it, 
in order ro preſerve their Lives from the Murderer, 
and Aſſaſſin, conſented to ſuffer Death in Caſe they 
ſhould become ſuch themſelves. *Tis true allo that 
they gave up a ſmall Part of their Liberty and Pro- 
perty, that they might. enjoy the better Part with 
greater Security, when protected, and defended by 
the united Force of the whole Body. But no Man 
can give another, an abſolute Right to his Life and 
Liberty, becauſe they are the immediate Gifts of 
God, and therefore unalieneble. And it is eſſen— 
tial to the very Nature of Property that it cannot 
be taken from him © but by his own Conſent:;” 


for if this was not the Caſe he could not be ſaid to 
have any Property at all, 


ile next conſiders the Argument urged by the 
Americans, that“ They did not by Emigration 
& forfeit any of their Privileges, - and obſerves, 
that whatthey do not forfeit by any judicial Sen- 
& tence, they may loſe by natural Effects. — When 
„% Man (ſays he) voluntarily comes into Ame- 
rica, 
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rica, he may loſe what he had in Europe. Per- 
* haps he hed a Right to vote for a Knight, or 
„ Burgeſs: By crofling the Sea he did not forfeit 
„that Right, But it is plain he has made the Ex- 
* eitile of it no longer poſſible. He has reduced 


hi:znfellt frem a Voter, to one of the innumera- 
ble Multituce that have no Votes,” 


But Engliſh Subjects are entitled to Engliſh Pri- 
vileges in every Part of the Globe, If by volun- 
tarily emigrating to Ametica they have loſt a Free- 
hold /ere they have acquired anuther there: And 
whatever Reaſons make it expedient and deſirable 
that they ſhould be repreſcnted while in England, 
hold equally good in Favor of their being repre- 
ſented in America. 


: But, 6. You ſay (continues he) as the Co- 
lonies are not repreſented in the Britiſh Parlia— 
ment, they are entitled to a free Power of Legi- 
6& ſlation. For they inherit all the Right which 


their Anceſtors had of enjoying all the Privileges 
„ of Engliſhmen,” 


In Anſwer to this Part of their Plea he obſerves, 
that “ their Anceſtors left a Country where the 
6 Repreſentatives of the People were elected by 
“% Men particularly qualified, and where thoſe who 
& wanted that Qualification, were bound by the 
& Deciſions of Men whom they had not deputed.”? 
That “ they are the Deſcendants of Men, who ei- 
i ther had no Votes, or who reſigned them by Emi- 

gration—and that thoſe Men have not by aban- 
doning their Right in one Legiſlature, acquired 
a Right to conſtitute another, any more than the 
Multitudes in England, who have no Votes, 


have A Right to erect a Parliament to them- 
66 ſelves,” | 


To 
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To this I reply, that from the Reign of Hen. 6. 
the Alterations of Time, and many natural Impe- 
diments, produced a ſtill greater Change in the Re- 
preſentation of this Kingdom, than had already 
taken place, and rendered it more and more inad- 
equate, At preſent there arc only two Members 
for each County; and many large and flourifhin 
Towns have none at all. The Members for Coun- 
ties are only 131 out of the 558, of which 131, 42 
are for Scotland and Wales, So that ſor one Mem- 
ber that is choſen by the largeſt Body of the Peo- 
ple, who are the leaſt liable to Corruption; there 
are ſour (if we except a few fiom the great Cities 
by the venal Inhabitants of little paltry Boroughs, 
—the very Dregs of the People. This is certainly 
a great grievance of itſelf, and therefore ought not 
to be urged as a Precedent for one that is much 
greater. Nothing can be more unreaſonable and 
unjuſt than to conclude; that becauſe we labaur 
under the Burthen of a partial and inadequate Re- 
preſentation, that therefore America ſhall not be 
repreſented at all. Beſides every Engliſhman is 
virtually, tho' not really repreſented. The Members 
of the Britiſh Parliament, when they give his Pro- 

erty give their own, and that of their Electors. 
hus every Tax which is a Burthen to one Town, 
or County in England will be ſo (a few Caſes ex- 
cepted) to another. But it is not the ſame with 
Reſpe& to America, Not the leaſt Part of its Pro- 
erty is even virtually repreſented in the Britiſh Par- 
eb bots and therefore according to the Proporti- 
on, in which they tax the Subſtance of the Ame- 
ricans they ſave their own, Theſe and other Con- 
ſiderations, of the ſame Kind, probably induced 
the judges of England zoth Hen. 6. to give their 
Opinion that “ a Tax granted by the Parliament 
of England ſhall not bind thoſe of Ireland becauſe 
they are not ſummoned to our Parliament.“ It 
WAS 
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was likewiſe the Opinion of the Judges 20th 
Rich III. That“ Ireland hath a Parliament of its 
own, and maketh and altereth Laws; and our 
Statutes do not bind them, becauſe they do not ſend 
Knights to our Parliament,” — Theſe Opinions hold 
cqually good with reſpect to America, which hath 
an undoubted Right to conſtitute a Legiſlature of 
its Gwn or to be repreſented in the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, But this Part of our Author's Addreſs, 1s 
ſuch a vain Piece of Sophiſtry- ſuch an empty 
Deluſion - ſuch a groſs Attempt to impoſe on the 
Underſtanding of the Ignorant—that was it not for 
the Sake of a Few who may poſlibly have been 


deceiv'd by it, I ſhould not have given it a ſerious 
Anſwer, 


He proceeds thus, 7. However the Colonies 
“% have a Right to all the Privileges granted them 
„ by Royal Charters, or ſecured to them by Pro- 
“ vincial Laws,—The firſt Clauſe (ſays he) is al- 
&« low'd: But as to the Second there is a Doubt: 
& Provincial Laws may grant Provincial Privileges 
% to Individuals of the Province; but ſurely, no 


« Province can confer Provincial Privileges on 
65 itſelf,” 


If however the Colonies have a Right to erect a 
Provincial Legiſlature (which has been already 


prov'd) they havea Right to thoſe Privileges which 
are ſecur'd to them by Provincial Laws. 


After again comparing the Legiſlature of a Colo- 
ny to a © Corporation ;” and likewiſe to the“ Veſ- 
try of a large Pariſh,” (for which laſt Compa- 
Tiſon there 1s {till leſs Foundation than for the firſt) 
he thus goes on—* The Charter of Pennſylvania 
& has a Clauſe admitting in expreſs Terms Taxa- 
„tion by Parliament, If ſuch a Clauſe be not 

| B « inſerted 
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& inſerted in other Charters, it muſt be omitted as 
not neceſſary : becauſe it is manifeſtly implied 
& in the very Nature of ſubordinate Government: 
% All Countries which are ſubje& to Laws being 
& liable to Taxes.” —But allowing the Pennſylva- 
nia Charter to differ from the other Colony Char- 
ters in the Circumſtance of Taxation ; ſtill it is 
probable that many important Reaſons contributed 
to produce this Variation ; which were evident to 
many at the Time it was granted ; but are now 
known only to few.— In the Maryland Charter it 


is expreſsly ſaid, that “ the King ſhall neither ſet 


« nor cauſe to be ſet any Tax in Maryland.” Now 
if the King ſhould give his Aſſent to any Act of 
Parliament laying a Tax on Maryland, he wou'd 
certainly “ cauſe that Tax to be ſet;“ as it cou'd 
not be ſet but by his Authority. And therefore 
neitherthe King nor the Parliament have any Right 
to lay a Tax on the Inhabitants of Maryland, who 
by the very words of their Charter are taxable only 
by their own Governors and Aſſembly. If then 
ſuch a Clauſe be not inſerted in“ any other parti- 
cular “ Charters it muſt be omitted as not neceſſa- 

; becauſe it is manifeſtly implied in the very Na- 
ture” of our Conſtitution: It being the eſſential 


Privilege of every Engliſhman to withold his Pro- 


Perty, or to partake of the Power, which impoſes 
thoſe Taxes by which he is bound—a Privilege 
which the Charters of no Britiſh King can origi- 
nally give, nor the Acts of any Britiſh Parliament 
lawfully take away. Had therefore no Charters 
been ever granted to the Colonies, they would have 
had a natural and conſtitutional Right to be ex- 
empted from Taxation, or to be repreſented in the 
Britiſh Parliament. Our Author himſelf allows, 
« that if there is in the Charter of any Colony a 
% Clauſe exempting them from Taxes for ever, 


s then undoubtedly they have a Right to be fo ex- 


6 empted,” 


* 
— 

(71 

had 


« empted. Now he either has ſeen or ought te 
have ſeen the Clauſe in the Maryland Charter a- 
bovemention'd, which confirms to the Inhabitants 
their Right to ſuch an Exemption : And therefore 
nothing but the groſseſt Partiality, or the moſt 
blameable Negligence could have induc'd him to 
conclude immediately afterward.—“ that the Eng- 
& liſh Parliament has an undoubted Right to tax 
* alt the Engliſh Colonics.— But whence then 
(continues he) is all this Hurry and Tumult? 
& Why is America all in an Uproar? If you can 
« yet give yourſelves Time to think, you will ſee, 
« the plain Caſe is this: A few Years ago you were 
« aſſaulted by Enemies, whom you were not well 
« able to reſiſt. You were largely aſſiſted, and by 
« that Means wholly delivered from all your Ene- 
« mies. After a Time, your Mother-Country de- 
« firing to be reimburſed for ſome Part of the large 
«© Expence ſhe had been at, laid a ſmall Tax (which 


„ ſhe always had a Right to do) on one of her 
“ Colonies.“ | 


He has here adopted the popular Aſſertion, that 
the Colonies are greatly in our Debt for the Blood 
and Treaſure, we ſpent on their Account in the laſt 
War. But an impartial Review of the Cauſe, and 
Event of the War will prove this Aſſertion to be 
falſe. —The French had treacherouſly ſurrounded 
our preſent Colonies by a Chain of Forts and thus 
cut off all Hopes of the future Increaſe of our Do- 
minions in America, It was therefore as muck 
our Intereſt to undertake a War in order to re- 
move them, as it would have been had they built 
Forts, or endeavoured to form a Settlement in 
Scotland or Ireland. But were we at the ſole Ex- 
pence? Did we alone ſacrifice our Lives in the 
Proſecution of this War? No. The Americans 
bravely and generouſly contributed their Part to- 

3 2 wards 
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wards it. They raiſed and ſupported at the loweſt 
Computation near 24,0c0 Men; and a Colon 

er about 100 Years ago paid near Half a Mil- 
lion of Money towards the general Expence. The 
War made dreadful Havock from one End of the 
Colonies to the other. It deſtroy'd the Flower of 
their Youth; and loaded the Survivors wiih 
Taxes : Tis true, it added a vaſt Extent of Terri- 


vantage to all the Colonies (except Canada and 
Florida) as the Value of their Lands was increaſed 
by thefe Additions, — and as they had a leſs Price 
for their Commoditics, a greater Quantity being 
exported, Great- Britain was therefore a conſider- 
able Gainer by the War, *Tis allow'd that ſhe 
was at a very great Expence. But the Expence of 
the Colonies was much more conſiderable in Pro- 
portion to their Circumſtances, and therefore ſhe 
could not plead that ſhe was under a Neceſlity of 
laving a greater Burthen on them in order to repay 


herſelf, 


But our Author ſays © She had always a Right 
ce to lay a Tax on her Colonies”.— If ſo ſhe certain- 
ly has a much greater Right to lay a Tax on Ire- 
land: For Ireland was not only a conquer'd Coun- 
try; but was for a great Number of Years ſup- 
ported, and defended by Taxes levied in England 
for that Purpoſe, But the vaſt Charge, Danger 
and Fatiguz attending the original Settlement of 
our American Colonies, were ſuſtained hy the firſt 
Planters without any Expence, but with infinite 
Advantage to Covernment. The only Expence we 
were ever at on Account of the Colonics, except 
in Time of War (when we always laid out our 
Money in the molt profitable Manner) is the al- 
lowing them zoo, oocl. per Ann. for the Support 
of their Military Eſtabliſhment ; by which 1n Fact 
we 
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we ſave juſt as much in the Pay of Englim Soluter., 
Yet notwithſtanding this, no one will pretend tha 
we can legally tax Ireland, becauſe it has a Leg - 
ſlature of its own, and ſends no Repreſentatives 19 
the Britiſh Parliament. But if this Right to ta: 
the Colonies always exiſted, why was it never en. 
ercis'd till the Year 1764? Till that fatal Perioa 
the King always levied Taxes on them by the Au— 
thority of their own Legitllature : And the Sup- 
plies which he requeſted of them were as ircel\ 
and liberally granted astheir Circumſtances would, 
permit. Why has this been the uniform and in. 
variable Practice of Government ſrom the it 
Foundation of the Colonies, if the Spirit of our 
Laws, and the Nature of their political Conſtitu 
tion, wou'd have admitted their being tax'd but by 
their own Governors and Aſſembly.—“ But how 
„is it polſible (continues he) that fo realonablc. 
„and legal a Step ſhould have ſet all America in 
« a Flame? gthly My Opinion is this.“ I thoul: 
laugh at the very curious Divitons of his Subjedt, 
was I not too ſerioufly diſpos'd. I ſhouts have ex- 
poſed to Ridicule the contemptible Sophiitry of DER 
Arguments, did not their pernicious Tengenc; 
raiſe my juſt Indignation, and engage me to treat 


them with greater Gravity than they would other- 
wiſe deſerve. 


My Opinion is this; (ſays he) we have a fer 
Men in England who are determin'd Enemies 
to Monarchy, Whether they hate his preſent 
Majeſty on any other Ground, than becauſe he 
15 a King, I know not. But they corarally hate 
his Office, and have for ſome Years, been un- 
dermining it with all Diligence, in Hopes of c- 
recting their grand Idol, their dear Common- 
Wealth, upon its Ruins. I believe they have 
let very few into their Deſign: (altho' many for- 
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* ward it without knowing any Thing of the Mat- 
* ter) but they are ſteadily purſuing it, as by va- 
rious other Means, ſo in particular, by inflam- 
matory Papers, which are induſtriouſly and con- 
e tinually diſperſed throughout the Town and 
“ Country: By this Method they have already 
«© wrought Thouſands of the People even to the 
« Pitch of Madneſs. By the ſame Method, only va- 
« ried according to your Circumſtances, they have 
*© likewiſe inflamed America. I make no Doubt but 
* theſe very Men are the original Cauſe of the pre- 
<« ſent Breach between England and her Colonies.” 


But I am fully convinced, on the ſtrifteſt Exa- 
mination, and the beſt Authority, that there 1s not 
the leaſt Foundation for ſuch an Opinion. I have 
the greateſt Reaſon to believe from a Variety of pro- 
bable Circumſtances, that moſt of thoſe who are 
the greateſt Enemies to the unjuſt and ruinous 
War, now carried on with America, are the beſt 
Friends to our preſent moſt excellent Form of Go- 
vernment by King, Lords, and Commons: And 
that they imagine it, (if well adminiſter'd) to be 
muc: better adapted, than a Common-Wealth can 
poſſibly be, to give true Liberty and laſting Hap- 
prone to all its Subjefts. Nay further, I am per- 

uaded that they are the trueſt Friends to his preſertt 
Majeſty, and to the Proteſtant Succeſſion of Britiſn 
Kings in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. But 
our Author's ill-tim'd Zeal againſt a Common- 
Wealth may be eaſily and juſtly accounted for. He 
is a warm Friend to abſolute and hereditary Mo- 
narchy, and a bitter Enemy to our preſent happy 
Ferm of Government, by Law eſtabliſhed. Let 
his own Words condemn him. —To an Edition of 
his Addreſs, publiſh'd in London, were added 
ſome Remarks on a Sermon preach'd at Philadel- 


phia, by Dr. Smith; which, (I {uppoſe from Prin- 
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ctples of Fear or Shame) were ſuppreſs'd in ano 
ther Edition publiſh'd ſomewhere in the Welt of 
England, | 


In theſe Remarks he writes thus, —* But you 
(that is Dr. Smith fay again: no Power on 
Earth has a Right to grant our Property without 
our Conſent.” Then you have no Sovereign : 
For every Sovereign under Heaven has a Right 
to tax his Subjects. That is to grant their Pro- 
perty, with or without their Conſent. Our Sove- 
reign has a Right to tax me, and all other Eng- 
liſhmen, whether we have Votes for Parlia- 
ment or no. 


« But © a People will refume, you ſay, a Pow- 
er which they never ſurrender'd.” They never 
ſurrender'd it at all. They could not ſurrender 
it : for they never had it. I pray did the Peo- 
ple, unleſs you mean the Norman Army, give 
William the Conqueror his Power? And to 
which of his Succeſſors did the People of Eng- 
land (fix or feven Millions) give the Sovereign 
Power? This is mere political Cant: Words 
without meaning. I know but one Inſtance in 
all Hiſtory, wherein the People gave the Sove- 
reign Power to any one; that was to Maſſa- 
niello of Naples. And I deſire any Man living 
to produce another Inſtance inthe Hiſtory of all 
Nations.“ 


This Paſſage breathes the Spirit of Falſhood, 


and Slavery. If the Parliament of England 
cannot tax the People but by their own Conſent; 
and if (as our Author aſſerts) the King has a Right 
to tax them without their Conſent — then he has a 
Right to tax them without the Concurrence of 
Parliament, But this is ſetting the Royal Authority 


above 


\ 
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above the Laws; and is therefore Treaſun again:*t 


the State, This is making the King of England, 
as arbitrary as any Prince in Europe ; and giving 
him that illegal and unlimited Power, which was 
claimed by the unhappy Houle of Stuart, and the 
wanton Exerciſe of which, brought Charles the 
Firſt to the Block; and obliged James the Second 


to abdicate the Throne, 


Not content with this, our Author appears, as a 
warm Advocate for the hereditary Right, and di- 
rect lineal Succeſſion of our Britiſh Kings. He 
delires “ any Man living to produce” more than 
one Inſtance “ in the Hiſtory of all Nations where- 
in the People gave the Sovereign Power,” 


If his Requeſt be ſincere, and proceeds {ow 
his own Ignorance it is eaſy, in this Reſpett, t 
enlighten his Underſtanding; but if it be e 
but a mere Bravado, and intended only to impole 
upon the Ignorance of others, I ſhall foon unde- 
ceive them, and give them much better Informati- 
on, by producing, from our own lliiitory only, 
the Inſtances of William II. Henry J. Stephen, 
Henry IV. and William III, all of whom receiv'd 
their Crown from the Hands of the People. 


The Engliſh Government is undoubtcilv a mix'd 
Monarchy generally defcending by Inheritance; 
but always ſubje& to the Li imitations of the Law, 
and the Will of the People. Accordingly by an 
Act made in the Reign ot Queen Elizabeth; and 
by the Act of Settlement made in the Reign of 
William III (which gives his prefent Majeſty a juſt, 
Right to the Threne) it is declared © High Treaſon 
bs during thoſe Reigns, and a Premunire afterwards 
* to deny the Power of Parliament in limiting and 
& binding the Delcent, or ihhermtance of the 

© Crown, 


* 


— 
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& Crown, or the Claim to it,” This Power our 
Author has boldly deny'd ; and may therefore be 
juſtly charg'd with a Deſign of overturning the 
Conſtitution ; as may all thoſe who embrace his 
Principles: And it is highly probable that theſe ve- 
ry Men, (the better to ellect their Purpoſe) + were 
the original Cauſe of the Breach between Eug— 
«land and her Colonies,” But I have done with 
his Remarks, and mall return to the ConGderation 
of the remaining Part of his Addreſs. 


He proceeds with obſerving that, the Americans, 
as Engliſh Subjects enjoy more real and rational 


« Libert than any other People in the habitable 
« World, 


But is this true? By no Means. Their religious 
Liberties indeed they have yet prelerved entire, 
But this, as I could eaſily ſhew from plain, and un- 
deniable Facts, is more owing to their own Spirit 


and Prudence than to the kind Intentions of Go- 


vernment, 


But their civil Liberties have been wanton! 
trampled upon, and moſt ſhamefully violated. 
Their Governors have been made abſolute; and 
their Judges dependent on the Crown, Their Ju- 
ries have been partly abol:ſh'd—and the Reſt ren- 
dered liable to be pack'd by the Sheriff; who is 
generally a needy Dependent on the Governor; 
and holds his Office during Fleafure; who takes no 
Oath; and is liable to no - Puniſhment ior Neglect 


or Partiality. A vaſt Extent of illegal Power has 


been given to their V Ice- Aamir: ality Courts.--The 


Cuſtom Houſe Officers are 1m pow ercd to break o- 


pen their Houſes, Cheſts, or r-Cabincts at Fleature, 
The People have been depriv d of that Share in 
the Government, to w hich uh ev had anatural and 


K 


e 
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legal Right — They have been tax'd without be- 
ing repreſented - they have already felt a Part of 
thoſe inexpreſſible Miſeries and Horrors, which 
muſt attend the rigorous Execution of the cruel 
and oppreſſive Acts paſs'd againſt them in the laſt 
Seſhon of Parliament. And yet, till the Year 
1764, when thoſe Meaſures were firſt taken, the 
American Revenues were much larger than they 
are now, and much more chearfully collected the 
Laws of Trade were more readily obey'd - and 


the ſupreme Authority of Parliament was never 
call'd in Queſtion, 


He obſerves yet further, that “ a Republican 
* Government would not give the Colonies greater 
Liberty that no Governments under Heaven 
« are ſo deſpotic as the Republican nor any Sub- 


jects governed in ſo arbitrary a Manner as thoſe 
“of a Common- Wealth,” | 


That an Engliſh Government adminiſter'd with 
Juſtice, and Moderation, is of all others the moſt 
_ conducive to the Happineſs of Engliſh Colonies, 
can readily believe; and I am perſuaded that 
they themſelves are of the fame Opinion, But 
ſurely an abſolute Monarchy is more deſpotic than 
a Common-Wealth—and its Subjects are govern- 
ed in a more arbitrary Manner. This however, 
(as appears from our Author's Remarks on Dr. 
Smith's Sermon) is his favourite Syſtem of Go- 
vernment, and conſequently he takes every Op- 
portunity of venting his Spleen againſt a Common- 


Wealth, not becauſe it is deſpotic, but becauſe it 
is not deſpotic enough. 


He goes on thus: © But if we ſubmit to one 
© Tax, more will follow! 8 ſo, and per- 
% haps not!” But certainly the Caſe will not ad- 
mit 
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mit of the leaſt Doubt. If the Americans pati- 
ently ſuffer'd one Tax to be laid upon them, they 


would ſoon feel the Weight of many. For the 
more the Parliament tax'd America, the more 
would they ſave of their own Property; and the 


more Places and Penſions there would be, for the 
Miniſter to give, and for them to 1eceive, 


Thus the Power of the Crown, and the Corrup- 
tion of the People would increaſe together and ine- 
vitable Ruin would be the dreadful Conſequence. 
No Man therefore who has the Welfare of his 
Country at Heart, would wiſh to ſee any Taxes 
laid on the Americans, even tho' he acknowledged 
that the Parliament had a Right to tax them—tho? 
they paid none at preſent—and tho? they were e- 
ver fo capable of paying more. But that the Par- 
liament has no Right to tax them I have already 
ſhewn—that the Taxes they pay at preſent are very 
conſiderable, I can affirm on the beſt Authority 

and that their Circumſtances will by no Means per- 
mit them to pay more is equally evident. 


It has indeed, been ignorantly, or baſely aſſert- 
ed that they pay no Taxes at all. But their inter- 
nal Taxes are at this Time very heavy : and their 
Quit Rents, the Tonnage on their Shipping, and 


Sums an- 
nually to Government; not a ſingle Farthing of 


which is ever accounted for. 


Beſides the Colonies are yet in their Infancy— 
their Income is but moderate—their Expences 
are great—they are now Six Millions in Debt—the 
Balance of Trade againſt them, and in our Favour 
is upwards of a Million a Year—and almoſt the 
whole Profit of that Trade centers in Great-Bri- 


tain, In ſhort, we have the greater Part both of 
ther 
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their Money and Effects; and therefore, if we had 
ever ſo great a Right to it, we cannot (conſiſtently 
with the Principles of Reaſon, Juſtice, or Mercy) 
expect any Thing of them by Way of Revenue. 


& But if you were tax'd (ſays our Author) e- 
& qual with Scotland or Ireland (which is quite 
% improbable) ſtill were you to prevent this, by 
&« renouncing Connection with England, the Re- 
% medy would be worle than the Diſeaſe.“ 


I am far from thinking that an amicable Separa- 
tion from our American Colonies would be as de- 


ſtructive either to us, or them, as has been gene- 


rally imagined, But if we perſiſt in the preſent 
cruel, and oppreſſive War, whether we conquer, 
or are conquer'd, it will ſooner or later produce 
ſuch a violent and unnatural Separation, as will 
be highly injurious to America, and will haſten the 
Ruin of Great- Britain. Should this take Place 
(which God forbid) America would probably, 
for a Time be ſubjef to domeſtic Tyranny, and fe- 

reign Invaſion—but England would for ever want 
the Trade and Friendſhip of America; Her Ma- 
nufactures would decline—Her Commerce would 
be leſſened Her Taxes would increaſe—HerShips 
and Sailors would beunemploy'd—Her Poor would 
ſtarve - Her Credit would fink both at Home and 
Abroad—Her imaginary Wealth would vaniſh by 
Degrees—and all her former Glory would paſs a- 
way as a Dream :—Depriv'd both of internal and 


external Reſources, ſhe would fall an eaſy Prey to 
her inſulting Foes, 


But it gives me ſome Satisfaction, that I am ſo 
ſoon to take Leave of this affecting Subje&—for 1 


can dwell on it no longer without the moſt diſ- 
treſſing Pity, and the warmeſt Indignation, 8 
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Our Author finiſhes his Addreſs, with an Ex- 
hortation to our Brethren in America; which with 
tome Alterations, and Additions, I ſhall apply to 


our Fellow-Subjetts in Great-Britain, and thus 
conclude, 


Friends and Countrymen, 
© Open your Eyes!” Behold your native Coun- 
try, which has ſo long been the Dread and Env 
of the World, now on the Brink of Ruin! Be- 
hold the Parliament claiming an illegal Power over 


our American Colonies—the My ſupporting 


that Power, by the cruel Engines of Slaughter, 
and Deſolation—their ſervile Dependents, and all 
the Enemies of Peace, encouraging them in their 
Wickedneſs, and entreating their Sovereign to en- 
flave, or deſtroy his Subjects. Behold, what is 
yet worſe, the greater Part of the Nation enervated 
by Luxury, and ſunk in fatal Repoſe.— Let theſe 
dreadful Proſpects rouſe you from your ſhameful 
Indolence. Be no longer deceiv'd, and impos'd 
upon by wicked “ and deſigning Men”— by a baſe 
and profligate M-—y, who are undermining you: 
Liberties by ſuch flow Degrees, and in fo aitful a 
Manner ;—and who have hitherto “ laid their 
« Scheme ſe deep, and cover'd it ſo well, that 
% Thouſands who are ripening it, ſuſpe& nothing 
& at all of the Matter.“ They have penhon'd 
Hirelings in every County, and in almoſt every 
Town, whoſe Buſineſs it is to miſlead, and betray 
you; and who inform you from the Prels, the 
Pulpit and the Bar, either that you have © no 
« Grievances,” or that “they are aggravated be- 
„ yond Meaſure to inflame” the Minds of © the 
© People.” There are © Thouſands of well mean- 
© ing Men,” who from a Love of Eaſe, or a Want 
of Attention, are prevailed on to believe every 
Thing they ſay, But oy we have many Grie— 
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vances of the moſt dangerous Nature. Amongſt 
theſe, our preſent inadequate Reprefentation— 
Septennial Parliaments —the Number of Placemen, 
and Penſioners in the Houſe of Commons - our 
enormous Debt— our heavy Taxes—and the Civil 
War which is now kindled between us and A- 
merica, evidently demand our cloſeſt Attention, 


I will not dwell on Evils of leſs Importance —I 
will not aggravate your Misfortunes— I will not 
urge you to any Thing that 1s in the leaſt raſh or 
deſperate, But I affirm that theſe are real Grie- 
vances; and that if they are not remedied in 
Time, you are undone for Ever. Let me therefore 
intreat you, by all the Ties of Intereſt, Honour, 
and Virtue—by the ſacred Regard you owe to 
yourſelves, and to your Country, to ſeek Redreſs, 
whilſt yet it may be found, with cool Reſolution, 
and cautious Zeal, Examine your Hiſtory—ſearch 
into the Nature, and Spirit of your Conſtitution — 
conſult the Laws by which you are govern'd. 
Calmly judge, and firmly act for yourſelves, in 
your preſent alarming ſituation. Be no longer 
cheated, inſulted, and abus'd by others. Do 
% not ruin yourſelves for them who owe you no 
„ Good-will but who would now employ you” a- 
gainſt your American Brethren, only “ for their 
„% own wicked Purpoſes, and” if they ſucceed 
„in the End will give you no Thanks,” but will 
rejoice in having a fairer Opportunity of compleat- 
ing your Deſtruction. The Authors, and Pro- 
moters of the prefent War © love neither England 
% nor America but” have fet them at Variance 
with each other to promote “ their grand Deſign 
* of overturning the Engliſh Government.” They 
want to quench the Flame of Liberty in America, 
that they may totally extinguiſh its dying Sparks 
in Great-Britain, They are Friends to abſolute 

Mo- 
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Monarchy and arbitrary Sway, They want to col- 
lect a large Revenue from the Colonies to enrich 
themſelves; to corrupt the People, and then to 
enſlave them. 


& Be warned in Time ſtand and conſider be- 
& fore it be too late; before you have entailed 
«© Confuſion and Miſery on your lateſt Pofterity ! 
& Have Pity on” America! © Have Pity on” your 
native Country ! © Have Pity upon your Children, 
„and upon all that are near and dear to you!“ 
Do not by ſervile, and ſanguinary Addreſſes to the 
Throne, or by mean, and diſhonourable Silence 
encourage your Fellow-Subjetts, to © bite and 
& devour each other leſt you be conſumed one of 
& another,” But ſeek Juſtice, love Mercy, © and 
“ follow after Peace.“ Endeavour by decent, but 
ſpirited Remonſtrances—by prudent, and well- 
concerted Meaſures, to bring about a ſpeedy, an 
honourable, and a laſting Reconciliation between 
England, and America, 


Awake, from your fatal Slumber and be watch- 
ful for the public Good, Reject, with Indignati- 
on the tempting Bribe—ſuppreſs the prevailing 
Spirit of Luxury — Be frugal —-Be temperate —Be 
virtuous, Whilſt you are conſcious of deſerving 
your Liberties—be ever ready to defend them, 


Remember, O my Friends ! the Laws, the Rights, 
The gen'rous Plan of Pow'r deliver'd down 

From Age, to Age, by our renown'd Forefathers ; 
So dearly bought, the Price of ſo much Blood. 

O, let them never periſh in your Hands; 

But piouſly tranſmit them to your Children, 
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